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Attiendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all pdor versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Currently Amended) A method of loading a filter into a delivery sheath 
adapted for use in delivering the filter within the vasculature of a patient, the delivery 
sheath having a proximal end^ a distal end, and a lumen extending through at least a 
portion of the distal end, the distal end of the delivery sheath having an exterior surface, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a loading tool having a proximal end, a distal end, and a lumen 
extending therethrough; 

providing a filter generally longitudipally fixed on an elongate member, the 
elongate member having proximal and distal portio ns, the filter connected to the distal 
portion dispoood about on olongatod mombcr - having a - proximal e nd and a distal end : 

removing the filter, loading tool and delivery sheath from sterile packaging; 

coupling the loading tool to the delivery sheath; 

inserting the proximal end of the elongated member into the lumen of the loading 
tool and, imm e diately prior to ins e rtion of th e filt e r within th e vasculatur e ^ ttfgifig pulling 
the elongate member, causing the filter to move toward the proximal end of the loading 
too l, causing - tho fikoMio - a nd shift from an expanded configuration within the lumen of 
the loading tool to a collapsed configuration; and 
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urging pulling the filter within the lumen of the delivery sheath. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 33> wherein 
the step of coupling the loading tool to the delivery sheath is accomplished by fitting the 
loading tool over the exterior surface of the delivery sheath. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 34, wherein 
the loading tool is coupled to the delivery sheath by a friction fit over the exterior surface 
of the delivery sheath. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 33, wherein 
the loading tool further comprises a first inside diameter region proximate the distal end 
thereof. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 36, wherein 
the loading tool further comprises a second inside diameter region proximate the 
proximal end thereof, 

38. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance .with claim 37, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the first outside diameter region is 
greater than the inside diameter of the loading tool at the second outside diameter region. 
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39. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 38, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the first outside diameter region Is 
about 0.080 to O.lOO inches. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 38, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the second outside diameter region is 
about 0.043 to 0.080 inches. 

41. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 37, 
wherein the loading tool further comprises a notched region and a third inside diameter 
region. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 41, 
wherein the delivery sheath further comprises an outside diameter and an inside diameter. 

43. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 42, 
wherem the inside diameter of the loading tool at the third inside diameter region and the 
outside diameter of the delivery sheath are substantially eqixal, 

44. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 42, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the second inside diameter region and 
the inside diameter of the delivery sheath are substantially equal. 
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45. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance witb claim 33, 
further comprising the step of uncoupling the loading tool from the delivery sheath. 

46. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 45, 
wherein the step of uncoupling the loading tool from the delivery sheath results in the 
filter being appropriately prepared for entry into a blood vessel. 

47. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 33, wherein 
the filter is cotifigured to be disposed withitv the distal end of the loading tool lumen in an 
expanded position, 

48. (Currently Amended) The method in accordance with claim 33, wherein 
the step of urging puUmg the filter toward the proximal end of the loading tool is 
performed after the step of coupling the loading tool to the delivery sheath. 

49. (Currently Amended) A method of loading a filter into a delivery sheath 
adapted for use in delivering the filter within the vasculature of a patient, the delivery 
sheath having a proximal end, a distal end. and a lumen extending through at least a 
portion of the distal end, the distal end of the delivery sheath having an exterior surface, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a loading tool having a proximal end, a distal end, and a lumen 
extending therethrough; 
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providing a filter generally longitudinally fixed on an elongate member, the 
elongated rr^^m^er having proximal and distal ends, the filter connected to the distal end 
disposed about on e longat e d m e mb e r having a proximal end and a distal ond ; 

coupling the loading tool to the delivery sheath by fitting the loading tool over the 
exterior surface of the delivery sheath; 

inserting the proximal end of the elongated member into the lumen of the loading 
tool and> imm e diat e ly prior to ins e rtion of th e filt e r - wkhin tho pationt'o vaooulaturo^ 
urging pulling the elongated member, causing the filter to move toward the proximal end 
of the loading tool , causing th e filter to and shift firom an expanded configuration within 
the lumen of the loading tool to a collapsed configuration; and 

urging pulling the filter within the lumen of the delivery sheatii. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 49, wherein 
the loading tool is coupled to ihe delivery sheath by a friction fit over the exterior surface 
of the delivery sheath, 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 49» wherein 
the loading tool further comprises a first inside diameter region proximate the distal end 
thereof. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 51, wherein 
the loading tool further comprises a second inside diameter region proximate the 
proximal end thereof 



Pace 7 of 14 

PA(£ 8/15'RCVDAT1f3Q006 3:21:21PM [Eastern 



JflN-03-2006 14:20 



CROMPTON SEPGER TUFTE 



6123599349 P . 09/15 



53. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 52, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the first outside diameter region is 
greater than the inside diameter of the loading tool at the second outside diameter region. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 53, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the first outside diameter region is 
about O.OSO to 0.100 inches. 

55. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 53 > 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at ttie second outside diameter region is 
about 0,043 to 0.080 inches. 

56. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 52, 
wherein the loading tool further comprises a notched region and a third inside diameter 
region. 

57. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 56, 
wherein the delivery sheath further comprises an outside diameter and an inside diameter. 

58. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 57, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the third inside diameter region and the 
outside diameter of the delivery sheath are substantially equal. 
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59. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 57, 
wherein the inside diameter of the loading tool at the second inside diameter region and 
the inside diameter of the delivery sheath are substantially equal. 

60. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance widi claim 49, 
further comprising the step of uncoupling the loading tool from the delivery sheath. 

61. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 60, 
wherein the step of uncoupling the loading tool from the delivery sheadi results in the 
filter being appropriately prepared for entiy into a blood vessel. 

62. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 49, wherein 
the filter is configured to be disposed within the distal end of the loading tool lumen in an 
expanded position. 

63. (Currently Amended) The method in accordance with claim 49, wherein 
the step of pulhng urging the filter toward the proximal end of the loading tool is 
performed after the step of coupling the loading tool to the delivery sheath. 

64. (Currently Amended) A method of loading a filter into a delivery sheath 
adapted for use in delivering the filter within the vasculature of a patient, the delivery 
sheath having a proximal end, a distal end, and a lumen extending through at least a 
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portioTi of the distal end, the distal end of the delivery sheath having an exterior surface, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a loading tool having a proximal end, a distal end» and a lumen 
extending therethrough; 

providing a fiher generally longitudinally fixed on an elongate member, the 
elongated member having proximal and distal ends, the filter connected to the distal end 
diopQQcd about an oloa g atod -f «cn^bor - havtng a proximal end and a distal end ; 

coupling the loading tool to the delivery sheath by a friction fit over the exterior 
sur&ce of the delivery sheath; 

inserting the proximal end of the elongated member into the hmen of the loading 
tool and, imm e diat e ly prior to ins e rtion of th e filt e r within th e pati e nt's va s culature^ 
urging pulling the elongated member, causing the filter to move toward the proximal end 
of the loading tool , causing the filter to rod shift from an expanded configuration within 
the lumen of the loading tool to a collapsed configuration; and 

%»gifig nulling the filter within the lumen of the delivery sheath. 
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